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the most ancient history, and the writing from
which all other authorities take their rise; that
Moses was long before Berosus, Homer, Hesiod, or
in a word, any of the writers on earth. Nor could
it be well otherwise, if what is lately advanced is
true, that the first knowledge of letters to write by,
and to read upon, was dictated to Moses from
mount Sinai, by the immediate revelation of Heaven.
I say it could not be otherwise. For how should
they write before they had letters, and knew how to
form the sound of words upon the tables, where
they were impressed ?

As Moses had the first knowledge of letters, so
he had the first knowledge of things too, and was
therefore the best qualified to be a collector of an-
tiquities ; nor was it so difficult a matter for Moses
to write a history of the creation, and of all the
material events of things that had happened before
his time, as some may imagine: since by the calcu-
lations of time, Moses might easily have an ac-
count of those things by a successive supply of oral
tradition from Noah himself, as you may gather
from the times wherein he lived, and the persons
with whom he had conversed; of which take the
following short sketch, as a leading thread or chain
of things directly confirming my argument.

If Moses, then, had the most early knowledge of
things by a short succession of the persons relating
them, and that even from Adam and Noah in a
right line; and if Moses had the first knowledge
of letters, even immediately from a superior hand,
then at least you must allow me, that Moses was
certainly the best qualified to form a history of the
first things transacted in the world; and was the
first man, or at least the man best able to write that
history down. For who could form a history of
things they did not know ? and who could write* be
fore they had letters to form the words he was to